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QUCTE THIS REPORT CONTINUES SUBCOMMITTEE (S gFFORT TO DOCUMENT
CEVASTATING [MPOACT INDOGCHMINA WAR ON CIVILIAN POPULATION, ILLEGIB
AMD MAKE CASE AGAIN THAT PROBLEMS OF WAR REFUGEES AND

CIVILIAN CASUALTIES MUST BE MATTER OF VITAL CONCERN TO AMERICAN

FEOPLE AND THEIR GOVERNMENT

£S SO OFTEN IN PAST» THIS CURRENT EFFORT Br:NG CARRIED 0OUT
UNDER SPECTRE (7 MOUNTING VIOLENCE. WIDENINZ WARFARE, AND EX=
PANDING UsSe INVOLVEMENT: WHICH NCi ONLY CONTINUES To TEAR
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{N THIS RESPECT, ON OF GREATEST (RAGEDIES GF TNDOCHINA WAR

WAS SURFACED IN SAD PLIGHT KILL TRIRES In | 208s ESPErpaLLY

MEQ AND LAO TEUNG» MOSYT U«Ss SPONSOREL FARAMILITARY ¢FURCES IN
LAOS HAVE BEEN DRAWN FROM THESE TRIBESs AND WE NiUW KNOW THESE
FORCES AND THEIR DEPENDENTS HAVE PAID EXTREMELY HEAVY PRICE IN
LIFE AND LYMB RECENT YEARS. ESTIMATES IN FICLD SUGGEST THAT

UP TO FIFTY PERCENT THESE' PEOPLE PERHAPS MANY AS 200,009
MENs WOMEN, AND CHILDREN == HAVE ALREADY LOST LIVES IN COMBAT
OR FROM HARDHSIPS BROUGKT ON BY SERVICE OUR CAUSE. FOLLOWING
SHCERPTS FROM HECENT INTERNAL ™MaMURLoowr Uy Jeda MISSION
VIENTIANE SPEAKS FOR ITGELF = aND FulilY COnFIRMS EXPERT
TESTIMONY BEFORE SUBCOMMITIEE ®AY 7 ThIG 7raRe MINO SAYS IN
PART S INNER QUOTEeseWE MUST RECUOGNIZE THAT INAGHUCH AS GREAY
MEASURE EFFECTIVENESS MILITARY FURCE LIES (1 178 FIGHMTING

MEART AND ITS NUMBERS, AS WELL AS LEADERSKIP AND EQUIPMENT.
MEOS AND LAQ TEUNG NO LONGER MILITARY ASSEY THEY WERE IN PAST ==
PARTICULARLY WHEN WEIGHED AGAINST £0ST THEZIR SUPPORT IN DOLLARS
AND IN ALL PSYCHOLOGICAL» SOCIALs HUMANITARIAN PROBLEMS. THAT
CEYELOP FROM MANNER IN WHICH THEY EMPLUYED.

IN OTHER WORDSs THEY HAVE BEEN USED TO HILT AND A5 MANY OF
THEM ARE EXPRESSING =o THEY HAYE HAD [T1

THIS SITUATION REZQUIRES REASSESSMENT OUR POLICIES REGARDING
MEC AND OTHER HILL TRIBES TO EXTENT THAT HUMANITARIAN,ZECONOMIC
FACTORS MaY PR&DOMENATE_GVER MILITARY CONSIDERATIONS IN CcHARTING
CUR FUTURE COURSES OF ACTION REGARDING THESE PEOPLES. WE COULD
IN EFFECT GIVE THEM FOND THANKS FOR SERVICES AND CAST THEM
ADRIFT TO SHIFT FOR THEMSELVEZ: FACED WITH SPECTER OF STARVA=
TION AND/OR BEING ABSORBED [WITH INUCREASINGLY BITTER MEMORIES
OF CUR ABAMDONMENT? INTD COMMUNIST DUMINATED AREASo. THIS OF
COURSE WOULD NOT BE HUMANSTARIAN OR STRATEGICALLY SQUND cONs
SIDERING UeSe OBJECTIVES IN LAQOSeao

GUR IMMEDIATE PROBLEMesoiS WHAT DO WITH MASS REFUGEES WHO MOVING
SOUTH AND WEST INTO ALREADY CROWDED HILL AREAS 0OF XIENG KHOUANG
AND VIENTIANE PROVINCES: THE 15580 RILACK ThHAIE A5 WELL AS

39,208 ETHNIC LAQ OF XIENG KHOUANG PROVINCE HavE ALREADY MOVED
TNTO VIENTIANE PLAIN WHMERE THEY EITHER BEING ABSURBED INTO
POFULATION OR Wii L SHOW UP AS SOC:al WELFARE PROBLEMcos THE

MiLL PEOPLEeose AKE STANDING ON CLi+F S0 TU SPEAKs ABANDONED
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AT PRESENT 8Y LAQ GOVERNMENT OFFIZialS AND LOOKING To VS TO
HELP THEMeo e _

FOR FRIENDLY MEO LOCATED DEEF IN NORTHERN AREAS AND ¢UT OFF. BY

COMMIE FORUES:s IT PRUDENT THAT WE NOT AGGREVATE THEIR SIT=
VATION BY QUR CONTINUED SUPPORT OR USE OF 1HEM IN MANNER TO
MAKE THEM TARGETS FOR ENEMY COUNTER=MEASURES. THEY ARE LOST
TO USs LET?S LEAVE THEM ALONE AND NOY TRIGGER FURTHER ACTIONS
THAT WILL WORSEN THEIR LOT AND/CR HAVE THEM ADDED QUR REFUGEE
BURDENs END INNER QUOTE.

AS IF DETERIORATING SITUATIUN AIGNG PEUPLE LAOS AND NEW PROBLEH
IN CAMBOD{ A WERE NOT ENQUGH CAUSE URGENT CONCERNs THE LONG
STANDING PROBLEM REFUGEES AND CIVILIAN WAR (CASUALTIES CONTINUES
FESTER IN EOUTH VIETNAMa DESPITE UFFICIAL STYATEMENTS THAT
WAR<RELATED CIVILIAN PROBLEMS ARE BEING SOLVED, THERE MUCH

TO SUGGEST THAT BASIC SITUATION HAS CHANGED VERY LETTLE IN
RECENT YEARS: SUBCOMMITTEE DISTRESSED 8Y CONTINUED LACK QF
URGENCY OR ACTIVE CONCERN BY WASHINGTON AND SAIGON FQOR SOCIAL
WELL=BEING AND DAILY LIVES SCUTH VIETNAMESE PEOPLEc A BUSINESS=
£#S=USUAL AYTITUDE CONTINUES PERVADI MUCH OF QUR VIEW OF WHAT
NEEDS BE DONEs AND A FALSE SENSE OPTIMISM FERYADES MUCH of

GUR VIEW ON WHAT HAS BEEN DONEo

IT A REGRETTABLE FACT THAT PROBLEMS OF THE PEOPLE AS OVERWHELMING
TODAY AS IN PAST AND IN SOME WAYS EVEN MORE SO

WE FIND THAT HUNDREDS NgW REFUGEES. STILL BEING GENERATED EVERY
DAYe WE FIND TENS OF THOUSANDS GF 01D REFUGEES WHO PRESUMABLE
HAD RETURNED TO THEIR VILLAGES HAVE NOW AGAIN BECOME REFUGEES w-
GUING BACK TO CAMPS AND SQUATTER AREAS FROM WHICH HAVE MOVED,
BACK AND FORTHs OFF AND OMs SINCE WAR FIRST ESCALATED IN 1965

WE FIND THAT THE HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS =< PERHAPS MILLIONS -aw OF
CISPLACED PERSON3 DRAWN TO URBAN CENTERS BY THE WAR AND INSECURITY
IN COUNTRYSIDEs, STILL NOT RECCGNIZED AS REFUGEESe THEIR LONG
IGNORED NEED FUR COMPASSION AND CARE mAS INcvITABLY DEGENERATED
INTO MASSIVE SOCIAL WELFARE PROBLEM AND ACTIVE BREEDING GROUND

FOR UNREST, INSTABILITY, AND NEW INSURGENCIZSe RECENT DEVELOP =
MENTS INVOLVING VETERANS, WAR WIDOWS, AND REFUGEES IN SAIGON,

AND THE THIEU GOVERNMENT?'S DISREGAKD CGF ThEIR PLIGHT, DRAMATIC=
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ALLY UNDERSCORE GROWING PROBLEMS.

NESPITE CLAIMS THAT WAR IS "WINDING DOWN®™ WE FIND BY GFFICIAL
QECORDS AT LEAST 5:00@ CIVILIAN WAR CASUALTIES STILL BEING
SOMITTED TO GVN AND UeSs MILITARY HNSPITALS EACH iMONTH ==
ADMISSION RATE WHICH HAS VARIED LETTLE IN RECENT YEARS AND
Fail.S REFLECT LARGER NUMBER CASUALTIES KILLED QUTRIGHT» OR
TREATED ELSEWHERE OR NOT AT AlLLe S

WE FIND THAT FORTY=FQUR PERCENT OF RECENT HOSPITAL ADMISSIONS ==
SOME 122020 DURING rIRST 6 MONTHS THI1S YEAR e REGISTEDED

N MEKONG DELTAs, WHERE LOHE 37 LEVEL OF FIGHTING REPORTED AND
WHERE SUCCESS IN PACIFICATION MOBT HIGHLY PLBL:LIZED.

N OTHER AREAS SOUTH VIETNAMn ESPECTALLY TN NORTHERN AND: COASTAL
PROVINCES, WE FIND CIVILIAN WAR CASUALTIES BEING ADMITTED-

TO HOSPITALS AT INCREASINGLY HIGH RATESe: IN PHU=YEN PROVINCE,
FOR EXEMPLEs 685 CIVILIAN WAR CASUALTIES ADMITTED DURING: :
FIRST SEVEN:MONTHS THIS YEARs AS COMPARED WITH TUTDURING ALL
19630 MOREOVERs THROUGHOUT COUNTRY MAJOR MEDICAL SHORTAGES
REPORTEDs ESPECIALLY IN CRITICAL SUPPLIES SUCH AS BLOOD PLASMAS
MAKING ADDBUATE TREATMENT WAR VICTIMS IMPOSSIBILITY IN MANY
EREAS

THE RECORDs I FEELs IS CLEAR ON WHERE WE STAND IN INDOCHINAo:_
THERE MOUNTING VIOLENCE AND WIDENING WARo THERE RAPIDLY RISING
HUMAN COSTSe AND THERE CAN BE LITYLE DOUBT NOW THAT INTERVENTION
AMERICAN FORCES IN CAMBODIA» AND OQUR EXPENDING INVOLVEMENT

THAT COUNTRYs CONTRIBUTING SUBSTANTIALLY TO NEW PHASE STRUGGLE:
‘N INDOCHINA AND YO TRAGIC PLIGHT CIVILIANS THROUGHOUT

ENTIRE REGIONS

QUR NATIONAL INTEREST DOES NOT LIE IN CONTINUATION THE NARi

OR AN EXPANDING UcSe INVOHNEMENTo COES NOT LIE IN FURTHER DESTRU=
+ION COUNTRYSIDE IN CAMBODIAs LAOS, OR VIETNAM¢ DOES NOT LIE

IN GENERATION MORE WAR REFUGEES AND CIVILIAN CASUALTIES,

COES NOT LIE IN SERIQUS CRISIS OF PEOPLE SPREADING FROM ONE
COUNTRY TO ANOTHER LIKE FALLING DOMINCESo

RATHER IT LIES IN URGENYLY NEEDED EFFORT BY GUR GOVERNMENT.TO
FOCUS MORE ATTENTION ON TOUGH NEGOTIATIONS NECESSARY T0 sTOP
BIOLENCE AND EXTRICATE OURSELVES FROM THE WARe LIES AS WELL.

Approved For Release 200215fd8* CIAR5#72-00337R000200110009-6
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IN FAR GREATER EFFORT T0O MEET VAST HUMAN NEEDS GENERATED
BY CONFLICT

THERE SER]OUS QUESTION IN MINDS OF MANY <= ESPECIALLY AMQNG
THOSE WHO HAVE LONG QUESTIONED VIABILITY OUR NATIGNAL POLICY

IN VIETNAM AND INDOCHINA <= WHETHER THERE TIME OR ENERGY TO

CARE FOR CIVILIAN VICTIMS THE WARe A SIMILAR THOUGHT, o
PERHAPS =« ALTHOUGH FOR DIFFERENT RZASONS == MAY ALSQ BE RUNNING
THROUGH MINDS OF SOME WHO STOUTLY DEFEND THAT POLICY,

HOW ELSE CaAN WE EXPLAIN OUR GOVERNMENT!S DUWNORADING REFUGEE
AND CIVILIAN WAR CASUALTY PROBLIMS IN BO0UTH vIETNAMS HEAVY
CUTTING OF BUDGEY FOR SUCH ITEMS 43 VIETNAMESE FUSLIC HEALTH,
AND DELIBERATE EVASION ANY ACTIVE CONCERN FOR MASSIVE S0ClAL
WELFARE PROBLEMS IN SAIGON AND OTHER URBAN CENTERS?

KOW ELSE CAN WE INTERPRET LOW PRICRITY DUR GOVERNMENT ATTACHES
TO FEEDING MALNOURISHED REFUGEES™ IN LAOS?

HOW ELSE CAN WE. UNDERSTAND FACT THAT CAMBODIAN REFUGEES oe
WHO WERE EVACUATED FROM "SANCTUARIESY TO SOUTH VIETNAM BY

UsSs TROQPS o« WERE LATER RETURNED, ONLY TOQ FACE DESTROYED
3ILLAGES, RUINED FIELDS, AND NO ASSISTANCE 70 HELP REBUILD
THEIR LIVES? . :

UeSe IS GREAT AND POWERFULs AND AS RECENT HISTORY OF INDOCHINA
ILLUSTRATES SO WELLs WE FREELY USE OUR INFLUENCE AND POWER
MANY WAYS AND FOR MANY ENDSe BUT POWER TO HEALs TO SALVAGE.
AND REHABILITATE THE HAPLESS VICTIMS OF CONFLICT == AND RES=
PONSIBILITY TO MINIMIZE OUR CONTRIBUTION TO INEVITABLE HUMAN
TOLL OF WAR e= NEVER BEEN EXERCISED IN MEASURE COMMENSURATE
WiTH THE OTHER USES QUR PGWER IN SOUTH VIETNAMs LAOS, OR CAMBODIAs
)
ARE WE AS NATION SO MORALLY BANKRUPT THAT ISSUE. OF WAR VICTIMS
IN INDOCHINA CAN BE COMPUTERIZED OUT OF EXISTENCE AND SWEPT
INTO PAGES HISTORY WITHOUT GREATER EFFORT MEET HUMAN NEEDS?

TO EXTENT THAT SERIOUS EFFORT MADE TO MEET auUR HUMANITARIAN
RESPONSIBILITIES TO PEOPLE OF VIETNAM AND ALL INDOCHINA,

WE MAY HELP ASSURE THAT_WAR VICTIMS ==« SIGNIFICANT CROSS
SECTION OF THE PECPLE == WILL STAND FOR AT LEAST SOMg OF
WHAT WE OFFERED MORE THAN 52,888 LIVES TU GAINg

Approved For Release 2002/05/08 : CIA-RDP72-00337R000200110009-6
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YHERE MUCH TO BE DONE .FOR WAR VICTIMS IN INDGCHINAe AND MUCH.
MORE OUR COUNTRY MUST DO TD HELPe« UNQUOTEs IRWIN
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